
Sound System Setup
PA System (Public Address System) is a powerful system
of speakers and amplifiers designed to project the band’s
sound to the audience. The setup usually includes:

Main Speakers: Large speakers placed in front or
throughout the venue to amplify the sound.
Subwoofers: Special speakers designed to enhance
bass frequencies.
Monitors: Smaller speakers placed on the stage facing
the performers, so they can hear themselves and the
other band members during the performance.

Microphones
Vocals: Microphones are used to capture the vocalists’
sound. These can be handheld or wireless mics,
depending on the band’s request.
Guitars/Bass: Electric guitars and basses use direct
input (DI) boxes.
Drums: A combination of mics is used for each drum
(e.g., kick drum mic, snare mic, overhead mics for
cymbals, etc.).
Other instruments (e.g., horns, strings): Specific
mics or pickup systems are used depending on the
instrument.
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Sound production for band entertainment involves a
combination of high-quality equipment, and skilled sound
engineers who manage the live sound, to ensure the band
sounds great for both the audience and the performers.
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Amplification
Instrument Amplifiers: Electric guitars, basses, and
keyboards often use amplifiers to project their sound.
The sound technician may work with the musicians to
ensure their amps are set correctly for both stage
volume and sound quality.
PA Amplifiers: These power the main PA speakers to
ensure the sound can be heard throughout the venue.

Mixing Console (Mixer)
A sound mixer (or digital mixer for larger events) is
essential to control and balance the audio levels of all
instruments and vocals. The audio technician is responsible
for mixing and adjusting each instrument’s volume, EQ, and
effects to ensure everything sounds cohesive and
balanced.

Wireless Systems
For performers who need to move freely on stage, wireless
microphones and wireless instrument transmitters are
used. This allows the band to perform without being
tethered to specific spots.

Sound Engineer (FOH Engineer)
The front-of-house engineer is the person responsible for
managing the sound system for the audience. They control
the sound mix to ensure that the band sounds good for the
crowd. They may also monitor the acoustics of the venue
and make adjustments during the performance.



Stage Monitoring
Stage Monitors (or wedge/foldback monitors) are
crucial for live bands to hear themselves and each
other. The sound engineer typically adjusts the
monitors so that each band member can hear the
specific mix they need (e.g., a drummer may want more
kick drum and vocals, while a guitarist might need more
guitar in their mix). 
In-ear Monitors: Some bands use in-ear monitors
(IEMs) instead of stage monitors to hear a custom mix in
their ears, which reduces stage volume and provides
better sound clarity for the performers.

Sound Check
Before the show, the band will typically do a sound check to
ensure all equipment is working correctly, levels are
balanced, and each band member can hear themselves
through the monitors. This is an essential part of preparing
the sound production for the show.

Lighting and AV Coordination
For larger performances, sound production is often
coordinated with lighting and visual effects to create a
cohesive atmosphere. This is usually arranged with the
venue as most bands don’t have sufficient lighting to work
with a large event space.


